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Important Dates: 

 March 2nd Hilltop    

Parent Group Meeting 

 March 7th and 14th 

Parent Teacher         

Conferences 4pm-7pm 

 March 9th               

Morning with Mom            

7am-8am  

 March 10th Child     

Development Day at 

Jefferson School     

10am-6pm 

 March 17th PBIS Pool 

Party Reward Day 

 March 26th Hilltop 

Spring Fling—sponsored 

by the Parent Group         

4pm-6pm at the Pool 

 March 27th                 

NO SCHOOL—     

Teacher in-service day 

 March 30th Family  

Literacy Night at   

Tainter 

Family Literacy Night 

PBIS Update 

3rd Grade News 

2 

RCU School Sense 

Kindergarten News 
3 

Benjamin House   

Pantry Drive 

School Nurse 

Morning with Mom 

4 

Child Development 

Day 5 

Inside this issue: 

Mrs. Springer’s Note: 

Greetings from Hilltop Elementary! 

Our students have enjoyed the warm weather and being able to go outside without snow pants and heavy 

winter coats.  With the onset of spring weather, comes the state testing season.  Our students in 3rd and 4th 

grade are required by the State of Wisconsin to take the Forward Exam.  In preparation for this online 

exam, our teachers will be preparing our students with test-taking tips and strategies and how to take tests 

online. 

Our students will be taking their Forward Exam around mid-April to the beginning of May.  You will be 

given more information on the specific dates and test information at the end of March.  Parents can help 

their child do his/her best by getting 10-11 hours of sleep and eating a healthy breakfast on test days.   

Independent Reading and Student Achievement 

 

There exists a general belief that when students spend time reading independently, they achieve at higher 

levels.  One question that arises is, “How much time do students need to spend reading independently to 

significantly impact achievement?” 

 

The information and table listed below is from the book, Guiding Readers and Writers Grades 3-6: Teaching 

Comprehension, Genre, and Content Literacy by Irene C Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell, 2001. 

 

It summarizes a study where the researchers surveyed 155 fifth-grade students to note how many minutes 

they spent on a variety of activities outside of school over periods ranging from eight to twenty-six weeks.  

The researchers also gathered information about the students’ reading achievement from second through 

fifth grade.  They found that reading books was the best predictor of several measures of reading achieve-

ment. 

 

What it means for all of us is that independent reading affects student achievement, and we need to create 

time for this at home and at school.  

WHAT MATTERS: VARIATION IN AMOUNT OF INDEPENDENT READING 

 

In closing, I am truly enjoying my experience as the principal at Hilltop Elementary School.  The parents, 

volunteers, students, and staff are fantastic, and the experience has helped me to better understand our 

entire K-12 educational system. 

If you ever have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

Natalie Springer 

springern@ricelake.k12.wi.us 

715-237-9007 *5340 

Percentile Rank Minutes per day Words Read Per Year 

  Books Text Books Text 

98 65.0 76.3 4,358,000 4,733,000 

90 21.2 33.4 1,823,000 2,357,000 

80 14.2 24.6 1,146,000 1,697,000 

70 9.6 16.9 622,000 1,168,000 

60 6.5 13.1 432,000 722,000 

50 4.6 9.2 282,000 601,000 

40 3.2 6.2 200,000 421,000 

30 1.8 4.3 106,000 251,000 

20 0.7 2.4 21,000 134,000 

10 0.1 1.0 8,000 51,000 

2 0 0 0 8,000 

Anderson, Richard C., Wilson P.T., Fielding, L.G. 



Family Literacy Night 

Thursday, March 30th at 

Tainter School 

6:00pm—7:30pm 

THE WARRIOR WAY 

Hilltop Elementary students in the month of 
January filled 806 Warrior Way cards.  That is 8,060 

times students at Hilltop were positively acknowl-
edged by a staff member.  With that the ratio of posi-

tive recognition to ODR forms (321) is 25:1. Mean-
ing, we were 25 times more likely to notice children 

following the Warrior Way than see behavior prob-

lems. 

We continue to acknowledge students who 

have been exceptional examples of the Warrior Way 
by posting the pictures of students who have filled 

25 or more Warrior Way Cards. These students will 
be known throughout the building as “Hilltop Ninja 

Warrior Masters,” and have their picture displayed 
on the bulletin board outside the library.  In the 

month of February, we have had eleven students 
reach the 25 card mark; Garrett Broker, Zoe Ander-

son, Maddie Neubel, Brynna Olson Paul Bennett, 
Adyson Butalla, Hanul Shin, Carter Kucko, Eva Boeh-

me, Blayz Miller & Keifer Kucko!  Great job kids! 

Third Graders learning from                

community members… 

Dr. Dave Wilson 

annually visits to   

educated 3rd 

graders about 

dental   hygiene. 

Each student got 

a new toothbrush 

and checked out 

Horace’s teeth! 

Jackie Molden from Royal Credit Union 

stopped by to 

teach 3rd graders 

the inside scoop 

on money. Stu-

dents learned 

about who is on 

bills, watermarks, 

security threads 

and they even 

used a special 

light and markers 

to detect counter-

feit money!  

Hilltop Spring Fling!  

Sunday, March 26th 

4pm—6pm 

At the Rice Lake       
Swimming Pool  

Sponsored by the Hilltop Parent Group  

 



March 2017 

The Royal Credit Union School $ense team is ready to join in the excitement that 

March brings.  We are so happy to see all the great saving each week at Hilltop that 

we will be rewarding savers with another DOUBLE STAMP DAY on Wednesday, 

March 15!  Student savers will receive two stamps this day, helping them earn fun 

prizes more quickly while they reach their saving goals!  

We are happy to report that your Royal School $ense has had 180 transactions this 

school year!   Royal Credit Union donates $150 to the school for every 300 transac-

tions. 

Remember the Hilltop Royal School $ense is open Wednesdays from 11:35-12:35 in 

the library to help your child develop good saving habits.  If you have any questions 

about the Royal Credit Union School $ense program, please contact Jackie Molden 

at jackie.molden@rcu.org or by calling 715-234-3319 ext 6954. 

In February Jackie Molden and high school intern Cole 
from RCU visited kindergarten classrooms to talk about 
money.  Students identified pennies, nickels, dimes and 
quarters and their values.  Then 
kindergarteners were paired up 
and given 5 pennies and 1 nick-
el.  Students were then given 
the chance to buy a snack for 5 
cents. Students had to work 

with their partner to figure out how to pay 5 cents, would 
they use the nickel or the pennies? 

Kindergarteners from Mrs. Ohlfs' class and 
2nd graders from Mrs. Madsen's class get 
together once a month to read as "book 
buddies".  All year Kindergarteners have en-
joyed having their 2nd grade buddies read 
to them.  January was an exciting month  
because Kindergarteners were able to read 
to the 2nd graders from their book boxes.  
Kindergarteners were so proud to be able to 
show off their reading skills! 

mailto:jackie.molden@rcu.org


Share the Love Pantry 
Drive… 

Hilltop parents and      
students collected many 

items to donate to        
Benjamin’s House during 

the month of February. 
This is a worthwhile 

cause and teaches us all 
the rewards of helping  

and giving.  

In 2016 Benjamin’s 
House provided housing 
for 77 adults and 34 chil-

dren; 21 families were 
served in all.  

Thank you for your              
donations. 

From the School Nurse… 

We will continue to report symp-
toms of student illness to Barron 
County Public Health as part of a 
county-wide surveillance program.    
No names are reported.    We ask 
that you please report the symp-
toms when calling your child in ab-

sent due to an illness.   It is helpful to be specific 
such as letting us know if there is a fever, headache, 
stomachache, etc.    If your child has the “flu”, we 
need to know if this is a stomach flu or respiratory 
Influenza so specific symptoms are beneficial.    
Thank you for your cooperation.  If you have any 
questions or concerns about this program, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Paula Kodesh, RN 

School Nurse 

715-234-8065  x 5192 

Morning with Mom! 

March 9th; 7am-8am 

Hilltop Gym  

Students can invite Mom, 

Grandma, Aunt, or any 

special female friend to 

start their day off with a 

morning treat. 




